
THE GOOD 
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February 2020 



Weekly 
Devotional 
February 2, 2020 – 4th Sunday After the 
Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15 (UMH 747) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 
______________________________ 
February 9, 2020 – 5th Sunday After the 
Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
Psalm 112:1-10 (UMH 833) 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
Matthew 5:13-20 
______________________________ 
February 16, 2020 – 6th Sunday After 
the Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 119:1-8 (UMH 840) 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 
______________________________ 
February 23, 2020 – Transfiguration 
Sunday 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 
 

 
 

Shepherd’s Coffee 
Schedule 
 
February 2 – Woods Bay, Eagle 
Bend 
 
February 9 – Downtown Bigfork, 
Hwy 35 North 
 
February 16 – East Lakeshore 
 
February 23 – Hwy 35 South 
 
 

 

 



THE GROUNDHOG’S SHADOW 
The late winter curriculum at Meadowlark 
School leaned heavily on Groundhog's 
Day.  
Year after year, our teacher told us that if 
the groundhog came out of his hole and 
saw his shadow on the morning of Feb. 2, 
there would be six more weeks of winter. 
But, if he came out and didn't see his 
shadow, spring would come early.  
For the first few years, the groundhog's 
legend held true. If that morning was 
sunny, winter continued. If it was cloudy, 
spring broke early.  
It felt good to think you could predict the 
weather in a country where weather was so 
big and sudden. By the time I was in third 
grade, I was watching early every Feb. 2, 
hoping a dreary dawn would mean spring 
was here.  
The spirituality of Groundhog's Day rings 
as true for me today as ever. It appears at 
unlikely times, in surprising ways. The 
legend that says dreary weather brings a 
sunny change and sunny weather brings 
dreariness. When all is well, I know it’s 
about to change. When I'm in a funk, 
about to fall into the crack of doom, it’s 
about to change then, too. This contrary 
mystery of life is truer than the 
groundhog's prediction.  
Jesus tells us in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) 
that the poor in spirit receive the kingdom 
of heaven, that the meek inherit the earth 
and that we are blessed when people pick 
on us for doing what is right. That is some 
salty sweets.  
God keeps us humble. God’s ways are not 
the ways of the world We are not to claim 
great prizes as our own. In hours of quiet 
desperation, God sits quietly with us, 
waiting for us to look up.  

You think work is fun? Remember you 
said that the next time it snows and you 
put on your hat and gloves, grab your 
shovel and head for the driveway.  
You think work is no fun? Remember you 
said that the next time you finish 
shoveling your driveway and are sitting in 
your kitchen, drinking a hot cup of coffee, 
looking out at what you’ve done.  
Life calls us to remember springtime in 
the dead of winter, and winter in the 
fullness of summer. We are called to grab 
sorrow in one hand; then reach out for the 
joy of the kingdom with the other.  
Give me the name of a great artist. There 
is a great burden they have experienced in 
this life. Did the great beauty of the work 
come in spite of the tragedy or because of 
it?  
A favorite Montana example of this is 
Charlie Russell. If Charlie had been a 
better cowboy and less given to drink, he 
wouldn't have had to paint all those 
pictures to pay his bar bill at The Mint in 
Great Falls. And we wouldn’t have the 
pictures. 
But the greatest example is Jesus. He held 
our sorrow in one hand and reached out 
to grab God's glory in the other just in 
time for us to nail him to the cross.  
And blessed are we when people shun us 
and persecute us and speak all manner of 
evil against us falsely for His sake. Happy 
Groundhog's Day. 
 

Onward and upward, 
Kelly 
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King’s Ringers  

 
The bell choir continues to practice 
throughout the winter months, but has 
divided into two groups. This allows 
them to accommodate winter travel 
schedules while still sharing their 
wonderful   music with us once a 
month during worship. 

 
The choir is learning new and exciting 
music and we welcome anyone who 
loves to sing to join our choir, we meet 
at 8:30 a.m. every Sunday to rehearse 
music.  We welcome special praise 
music, vocal or instrumental, so if you 
would like share your talents during the 
church service please contact Dee 
Fleming, Interim Choir Director, 
at: d_flemingmusic@hotmail.com or 
call the church office at 406-837-
4547.  If you need help preparing, she 
is available to accompany you on piano 
or guitar.  

SOUP AND BREAD 
AND SHARING 
WHAT WE KNOW 

 
Rick Trembath was the presenter at a 
soup and bread and potluck supper on 
January  15th.  Rick talked about the 
history and ecology of fire in our area  
and shared some insights on wildlands 
management.  Thirty people from the 
church and the community came to  
hear about  an   old subject in a new 
way. 
Christina Relyea will be our presenter at 
a soup and bread and potluck supper 
on Wednesday, February 19th. She will 
examine the science behind climate 
change by exploring major lines of 
evidence, like changes in global 
temperature, greenhouse gases, glacier 
and sea ice, sea level and ocean acidity. 
Current and predicted changes in 
Montana and the United States will also 
be discussed.  Supper starts at 5:30 and 
the presentation begins at 6:00. Be sure 
to look at the poster on page 13 of this 
Good News Letter about the Sound 
Reflections Trio coming on Friday, 
March 6th no soup and bread that night, 
but the music will be healing.
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February 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

AA 9:00 
 

2 
4th Sunday After 
Epiphany 
Choir 8:30 
Worship 10am 
 
AA 7:00 

3 
King’s  
Ringers #2 
4:00 
 
Scouts 7:00 

4 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
 
 
Bridge 9-3:30 
Tai Chi 10:00 
AA 7:00 

5 
Rotary 12pm 
 
Missions 4:00 
 
AA 9:00 

6 
 
AA 7:00 

7 8 
 
AA 9:00 

9 
5th Sunday After 
Epiphany 
Choir 8:30 
Worship 10am 
 
AA 7:00 

10 
Community 
Outreach and 
Education 
11:00 
King’s Ringers 
#2 4:00 
Scouts 7:00 
 

11 
Finance 10:00 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
Bridge 9-3:30 
Tai Chi 10:00 
AA 7:00 

12 
Rotary 12pm 
Worship 4:00 
 
 
AA 9:00 

13 
 
AA 7:00 

14 
 

15 
 
 
 
AA 9:00 
 

16 
6th Sunday After 
Epiphany 
Choir 8:30 
Worship 10am 
Emmaus 
Gathering 5:00 
AA 7:00 

17 
King’s Ringers 
#2 4:00 
Scouts  7:00 
Trustees 7:00 
 
 

18 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
Bridge 9-3:30 
Tai Chi 10:00 
Rotary Board 
6:00 
AA 7:00 

19 
SPRC 5:30 
Rotary 12:00 
Science of 
Climate 
Change talk 
with Christina 
Relyea 5:30 
 
AA 9:00 

20 
 
CFBB 12:00 
AA 7:00 

21 22 
 
 
AA 9:00 

23 
Transfiguration 
Sunday 
Choir 8:30 
Worship 10am 
AA 7:00 

24 
King’s Ringers 
4:00 
 
Scouts 7:00 
Ad Council 
7:00 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
 

25 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
 
Bridge 9-3:30 
Tai Chi 10:00 
AA 7:00 

26 
Rotary 12:00 
 
AA 9:00 

27 
 
 
AA 7:00 

28 29 
 
AA 9:00 

3 
 

 
 

     



 6 

 

February 
Sebastian Willis – 4th 
Joan Bedford – 11th 
Kay Ellen Barber – 13th 
Ell Willis – 27th 
 

 

 
February 
Stan and Bev Fisher – 15th 

 
 

February  
Church Events 
 
 
Sunday Feb 2 – Choir practice 8:30, 
Worship 10:00 
Monday Feb 3 – King’s Ringers #2 
4:00, Scouts 7:00 
Tuesday Feb 4 – Rowdy Bunch 1:00 
Wednesday Feb 5 – Missions 4:00 
 
Sunday Feb 9 – Choir practice 8:30, 
Worship 10:00 
Monday Feb 10 – Community 
Outreach and Education 11:00, King’s 
Ringers #2 4:00, Scouts 7:00 
Tuesday Feb 11 – Finance 10:00, 
Rowdy Bunch 1:00 
Wednesday Feb 12 – Worship 4:00 
 
Sunday Feb 16 – Choir practice 8:30, 
Worship 10:00, Emmaus Gathering 
5:00 
Monday Feb 17 – King’s Ringers #2 
4:00, Scouts 7:00, Trustees 7:00 
Tuesday Feb 18 – Rowdy Bunch 1:00 
Wednesday Feb 19 –5:30 Soup & 
Bread and Christina Relyea on the 
Science of Climate Change 
 
Sunday Feb 23 – Choir practice 8:30, 
Worship 10:00 
Monday Feb 24 – King’s Ringers 4:00, 
Scouts 7:00, Ad Council 7:00, 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Tuesday Feb 25 – Rowdy Bunch 1:00
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Church 
Finances 
First and foremost, thanks to all of you 
for your incredible generosity in 
supporting CUMC and thus 
supporting/providing for so many both 
within our congregation as well as our 
community.   
The December general offering 
exceeded budget and was 
supplemented by the Parsonage fund 
raising over $12,000 and $800 
designated for the Bigfork Food Bank,   
Thank you as well to those who have 
fulfilled or are in process of fulfilling 
their commitment to the Capital 
Campaign as we enter our final 9 
months. 
Lots of actions are in the works as we 
enter the new year including continued 
upgrades to the parsonage and 
installation of the new streaming 
system.  We’re working with the 
Trustees to be sure to properly budget 
and fund our facility needs.   

We also are continually discussing ways 
to help others within our community. 
Pastor Kelly has challenged our 
thought process by having us all read 
“Rich Church/Poor Church” by J. Clif 
Christopher.  The book’s theme is 
“Keys to Effective Financial Ministry” 
and we have begun discussion how we 
can incorporate some of the principles 
and increase our effectiveness.   We will 
put a copy in the church library for 
those who might be interested.  For 
those who do read the book, we 
welcome your comments. 
For those of you making IRA 
distributions to the Church, the tax id 
number is 81-0413592. 
Quote of the month: “Do not let what 
you cannot do interfere with what you 
can do.”  John Wooden    
 
Harry Wilson, Finance Committee 
Chairman 
 

Thank you! 
To: Everyone at Community United 
Methodist church, 
We want to thank you all for the Angel 
Tree you provided for the Lighthouse 
Christian Home. 
Our daughter is one of the residents 
and because of the generosity of your 
church and others, we’re able to afford 
this wonderful Christian Home for our 
child. 
Again thank you and God Bless, 
Carl and Peggy Koch 
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Scout Trooop 1916 

 
January in Northwest District means 
one thing; Klondike Derby. 
Scouts BSA has embraced the idea of 
the Klondike Gold Rush but turned it 
into a winter scouting 
competition.  Each unit must have their 
own sled, and in that sled must carry 
the exact same gear.  Each unit starts 
with “gold coins” on their way to the 
“Klondike Gold Rush”.  Each station is 
named after towns in Alaska and each 
unit must perform a scouting skill and 
demonstrate scout spirit.  Depending 
on how they do, they earn more 
“gold”.  We set out a goal to finish the 
entire course without tears. 
But how did we get there? 
First we were donated an old sled by a 
Lakeside Troop that unfortunately 
folded.  But our ladies just had to put 
their stamp on it.  With Rick 
Trembath’s help the sled got a make-
over; new paint, new ropes/handholds 
and of course crash courses on fire 
starting and knot tying in prep for 
those stations.  
The adult leaders had to go to special 
training on preparing for winter 
camping; in particular looking out for 

signs of hypothermia and as odd as it 
sounds, heat stroke.  Some youth wear 
too many layers and can actually 
overheat.  Rick was kind enough to 
give the adults a refresher on knots too! 
Then we spent an entire meeting just 
working out the logistics of what gear 
we needed and meal planning. Lastly, 
and just 4 days before Klondike we met 
with the Cub Scouts that were joining 
us for the day to run the race, to make 
sure everyone was prepared with their 
10-essentials, survival fire starter and 
proper attire to be outside all day in 
Coram, MT. 
So how did we do? 
Well, we met our goal!   We finished 
the race without any tears despite 
losing two Cub Scouts to stomach flu 
mid-race.   They were able to keep up 
with the Troops that had more youth 
and older scouts.  Rick’s training was 
well worth it because we tied for 
second on the fastest time making a 
survival fire in under two minutes with 
one match.  We celebrated the fact that 
we worked together as a team, taking 
turns with positions on the sled and 
working on the skills together.  It was 
about learning and having fun.  We 
came out winners in our minds.  
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Scout Troop 1916 
Gear Wish List 

 
 

 
Now’s the perfect time to clean out 
your garage! If you’ve got camping gear 
that’s in good shape and you find 
you’re not using it anymore the scouts 
would love to put it to good use. Below 
is a partial list of what they are looking 
for.  
They are also always looking for help, 
If you have a particular skill you’d like 
to pass on talk to Rick Trembath or 
Karen Sykes. 
 
Cooking:  
Camping stoves (ie: Coleman 2 burner 
propane) 
Lightweight backpacking stove and fuel 
canisters 
Portable grill top for campfire cooking 
Pots, pans, bowls, containers for 
cooking and food 
Dutch oven, cast iron fry pans 
Spice bin/box 
Wash basins, kitchen wash rags and 
towels 
 
Shelter: 
Tents (large for front country and 
lightweight for backpacking) 
2 tarps (10x12) and ground stakes 

Cord and rope (different kinds and 
sizes) 
4 adjustable poles for tarp support 
 
Emergency: 
Well stocked first aid kit and med box 
Flashlights, beacon, compass, local area 
hiking maps 
 
Camp living: 
Wood camp saws, small axe, hatchet 
Camp knives, shovel 
2 lanterns 
Stuff bags for clothes and gear 
 
Other: 
Snow shoes and poles 
Loaner sleeping bags and pads (for new 
scouts) 
Day packs and backpacks (small to 
medium) 
Any scouting related books 
Old Scouting Badges, Patches, etc 
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Mission 
News 

 
 
The purpose of CUMC Missions Committee 
is to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus 
Christ. We serve to follow God’s commands to 
care for the poor, the sick and to serve the 
community and the world. We strive to involve 
all members of the congregation in mission 
work. 
Participate with mission partnerships with 
local, national and international organizations 
to serve as good stewards of God’s resources, to 
be God’s witnesses in our home, church, 
community, nation and world and to show the 
world the love of God and our faith in Him by 
what we do. 
Mission Calendar: 
February 2 – Coin jars for Literacy 
Center to be turned in at Sunday 
Service 
February 23 – Pancake breakfast 
following Sunday Service (Strove 
Tuesday, Mardi Gras) 

 
The Missions Committee sent $250.00 
to the continuing education Courtney 
VonLindern who is working to earn 
her Master’s of Divinity degree at Iliff 
School of Theology. 
 
And additional donation was sent to 
Threads to aid in their mission of 
providing much needed clothing, warm 
boots and coats to students in Bigfork 
Middle and High School. 
 
Dear Mission Committee,  
Thank you so much for you incredibly generous 
donation to threads! 
We were stunned again at the open hearts of 
the members of the Methodist Church, and the 
support you all continue to give for this much 
needed resource. 
We feel blessed and Thankful! 
Kim Rose and the Threads Team 
 
The results for the Salvation Army bell 
ringing at Christmas are in! 
Valley Wide total : $138,802.00 
Bigfork: $16,324.00 
CUMC: $2,077.00 
The hourly dollars collected valley 
wide: $28.00 
The hourly dollars collected in Bigfork: 
$76.00 
Thank you to all who braved the cold 
and wind to “ring that bell!” and a 
thank you to all who so generously “fed 
the kettle.”
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Phoenix 
Group News 

 
 
Phoenix is an organization of CUMC established 
to provide opportunities of friendship and fellowship 
among widows and single woment of our community. 
 

 
 
The January gathering of the Phoenix 
Group was a pizza party, held at the Harbor 
Condominiums Club House. Following the 
feasting on assorted pizza varieties, Loyann 
Kimmery gave leadership to a water color 
workshop activity. A bird picture for color 
reference and a rough sketch were provided 
for each person, so it was quite do-able, 
even for the least experienced.  
 

 
Many thanks to Loyann and her assistants 
for pulling together this special event. 
Several members gathered later in the 
month at Sharon Knauth’s house as a 
special interest group to further engage their 
artistic expressions. 

 
 
Hold the date: Next Phoenix Gathering 
is Monday February 10th at 2pm, at the 
Harbor Condominiums Club House. 
The main entrance is located at 270 Bridge 
Street, Bigfork. 
The February gathering is chaired by Jean 
Randall and will include a Valentine themed 
“Tea.” Come for a nice social time and a 
little pampering. For more information or to 
RSVP call 406-837-3117 
 
As always, be alert to additional women who might 
enjoy being invited to join this group. Call Jean 
Randal 837-3117 for more information or to make 
a referral, or if you need a ride.
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THE GOOD NEWS 
LETTER 

IS PUBLISHED BY 

Bigfork Community United Methodist 
Church 

750 Electric Avenue 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Church Office: (406) 837-4547 
Pastor’s residence (406) 837-5678 
Email: bigforkcumc@gmail.com 
Web page: www.bigfork.church 

Church office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm  
Worship: Sunday at 10:00 

 

 
 

Flathead Lake United Methodist Camp 
21339 Methodist Camp Road 

Rollins, MT 59931 
December 31, 2019 

www.flatheadcamp.org – (406)844-3483 


