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Weekly Devotional 

 
 

 
June 6, 2021 – 2nd Sunday After 
Pentecost 
1 Samuel 8:4-20 
Psalms 138 (UMH 853) 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 
________________________ 
 
June 13, 2021 – 3rd Sunday After 
Pentecost 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Psalms 20 or 72 (UMH 795) 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17 
Mark 4:26-34 
________________________ 
 

 
June 20, 2021 – 4th Sunday After 
Pentecost 
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23)32-49 
Psalms 9:9-20 (UMH 744) 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 
________________________ 
 
June 27, 2021 – 5th Sunday After 
Pentecost 
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 
Psalm130 (UMH848) 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 
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GOD AND GLACIER 
By JENNY GESSAMAN Bigfork Eagle July 29, 2015 

 
Gestures emphasize Pastor Kelly Addy’s description of the lessons 

learned from the Bible’s David and Bathsheba on Sunday, July 26, 2015.
Glacier, God and the Good Book all 
worked their way into Kelly Addy’s 
sermon last Sunday at Bigfork Community 
United Methodist Church.  
Inspired by a close congregation and a 
beautiful location, the new pastor 
hopes to grow the church community 
and his connection with God. 
Although Addy first took the Bigfork 
pulpit three weeks ago, the church seems 
a good fit. Donna Ganiere has been in the 
pews for 65 years and has seen a lineup of 
pastors. She immediately identified Addy 
as a good speaker and excited leader. 
Addy is replacing Mark Thurman, a 
minister described as an infectious 
storyteller by Ganiere. She was saddened 
by the loss but confident another strong 
presence would lead her Sundays. 
“The congregation shapes the pastor, 
they’re committed and dedicated to 
their faith,” she said. 
Church staff introduced Addy weeks 
before his arrival, describing him at 
services. Ganiere remembered that the 
details showcased a man excited to be in 
their church. “When you hear that a 

minister’s thrilled to come here, that 
bolsters you up,” Ganiere said. 
Addy arrived to 20 people and 4 trucks 
ready to help him move in. In return, 
Ganiere and the congregation found a 
dedicated and professional presence. She 
said he is already diving into the church, 
pushing social media and more outreach 
to the community. 
While Addy’s excitement stems from his 
new church, it also comes from personal 
opportunity found in Bigfork. After 14 
years as both a pastor and a lawyer, Addy 
said he is ready to focus on religious work. 
“I’ve always felt kind of torn to have two 
jobs,” he admitted. 
Addy’s legal career started long before his 
religious one. He earned a bachelor’s in 
government from MSU before going on 
to receive his juris doctor from the 
Georgetown University Law Center. He 
then entered the Army Judge Advocate 
General Corps, working legal positions in 
Alabama and Korea for four years before 
being honorably discharged in 1978. 
Addy’s Shelby childhood gave him a love 
of Montana and he returned to the state 
after his service. For the next 22 years, he 
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practiced general law in partnerships and 
as a solo practitioner. In 2001 he became 
the civil deputy attorney for the city of 
Billings, a job he retired from this May.  
Addy’s rise in faith paralleled his dedicated 
law career. Attending a Billings Methodist 
church in 1996, he revived his faith 
through Bible study and a better 
understanding of the text. Three years 
later, he participated in a Walk to 
Emmaus, a four-day Christian retreat.  
The experience left Addy wanting to 
become more involved. In the summer of 
2000, he unsuccessfully tried to become a 
team member for the walk. 
“Circumstance evicted me from the Walk 
and I really had thought that was my 
ministry,” Addy said. Addy happened to 
meet a Lutheran friend Mike Brown in 
October. He remembers his surprise when 
Brown mentioned a team member of the 
upcoming Via de Cristo had dropped out. 
Would Addy fill in? 
The Via de Cristo is a three-day Christian 
retreat for Lutherans very similar to the 
Walk to Emmaus. Addy felt it was a 
purposeful, and divine, coincidence.  
Addy recalled the night before the 
meeting. His frustration over the Walk to 
Emmaus was affecting his life. Addy went 
to his living room and prayed to God for 
direction. “Show me something if you 
got something for me,” he asked. 
He discovered his Lutheran friend had 
been wandering his own living room that 
same night. After losing a team member 
for the retreat, Brown had raised his own 
prayer out of worry.  “God, you got to 
show me somebody,” he said. 
Addy took the empty spot and a hint from 
above. He began the Ministry Inquiry 
Process, for people to explore a call to 
ministry. He was only partially finished 
when a position opened at Huntley.  

“You start asking for a sign, you start 
getting coincidences. That’s what 
starts happening,” Addy said. 
Coincidences cropped up again this spring 
when Bigfork lost their minister. In 
Billings, Addy decided to focus on 
religion. It was his calling and he was at a 
point in life where he could take the job. 
Social Security supplemented his salary 
and Medicare could take care of health 
care. His children were grown and out of 
the house. 
The Flathead Valley was also one of 
Addy’s favorite places. He had childhood 
memories from Flathead United 
Methodist Camp and cabins on Whitefish 
and the Flathead lakes. Addy and his 
brother had backpacked in Glacier 
National Park in the 1980s. Addy decided 
the Bigfork opening was another one of 
those great coincidences. He returned to 
the valley. “That’s the wonderful thing 
about going away: It’s even more 
beautiful when you get back,” Addy said.  
The pastor’s plans extend beyond his 
weekend hikes. He wants to continue the 
congregation’s work on the Heifer 
Project. The non-profit helps poverty-
stricken areas by providing farm animals. 
The church has already funded three arks 
in the program, each costing $5,000.  
Addy is also interested in new projects. 
He wants to start a Bible study and open 
the church for use by more community 
groups. Overall, Addy is excited to be 
doing work he loves in a place he loves. 
Bev Fisher has been in the church for 
over 20 years. She and her husband 
helped Addy move in. Bev described the 
church as fortunate and a place where 
everyone gets along. They think Addy will 
get along, too. “It’s interesting how 
things evolve: I think he almost feels 
he has come home,” Bev said. 

 
Onward and upward, 

Kelly 
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June 2021 
(All events and activities are subject to change or cancellation) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
 
Tai Chi 10:00 
 
Bridge 10:00 
 

2 
Rotary 12:00 
 
Missions 4:00 
 

3 
 

4 
Salad 
Luncheon 
11:30 at 
Barbara 
Athorn’s 
 
Blood Drive 
9:00-2:00 

5 
 

6 
2nd Sunday After 
Pentecost 
 
Worship 10am 
 
 

7 
 
King’s Ringers 
4:30 
Scouts 6:30 

8 
Finance 10:00 
 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
 
Tai Chi 10:00 
 
Bridge 10:00 
 

9 
 
Hearts and 
Hands 10:00 
 
Rotary 12:00 
 
Worship 4:00 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 
 

13 
3rd Sunday After 
Pentecost 
 
Worship 10am 
 

14 
Community 
Outreach and 
Education 
11:00 
 
King’s Ringers 
4:30 
 
Scouts 6:30 

15 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
 
Tai Chi 10:00 
 
Bridge 10:00 
 
 

16 
Rotary 12:00 
 
SPRC 5:30 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
4th Sunday After 
Pentecost 
 
Worship 10am 
 
Charge 
Conference 11:30 
 

21 
King’s Ringers 
4:30 
 
Scouts 6:30 
 
Trustees 7:00 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

22 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
 
Tai Chi 10:00 
 
Bridge 10:00 
 

23 
Rotary 12:00 

24 
 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
5th Sunday After 
Pentecost 
 
Worship 10am 
 

28 
King’s Ringers 
4:30 
 
Scouts 6:30 
 
Church 
Council 7:00 
 

29 
Rowdy Bunch 
1pm 
 
Tai Chi 10:00 
 
Bridge 10:00 
 

30 
Rotary 12:00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
31 
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June 
Ruth Guldner – 4th 
Tom Jeffers – 7th 
John Pearson – 9th 
Harry Vonk – 10th 
Carole Mason – 23rd 
Sharon Vonk – 30th 
Don Willis – 30th 
 
 

 
 

June 
Jack and Donna Ganiere – 4th 
John and Loralee Weaver – 6th 
Charlie and Carole Mason – 12th 
Dan and Mary Krause – 19th 
Shirley and Lloyd Saunders – 24th 
 

 

June Church 
Events 

Tuesday June 1 – Tai Chi 10:00, 
Bridge 10:00, Rowdy Bunch 1:00 
Wednesday June 2 – Missions 4:00 
Friday June 4 – Salad Luncheon 11:30, 
Blood Drive 9:00-2:00 
 
Sunday June 6 – Worship 10:00 
Monday June 7 – King’s Ringers 4:30, 
Scouts 6:30 
Tuesday June 8 – Finance 10:00, Tai 
Chi 10:00, Bridge 10:00, Rowdy Bunch 
1:00 
Wednesday June 9 – Hearts and 
Hands 10:00, Worship 4:00 
 

Sunday June 13 – Worship 10:00 
Dale Relyea confirmation & Pastor 
Kelly farewell 
Monday June 14 – Community 
Outreach and Education 11:00, King’s 
Ringers 4:30, Scouts 6:30 
Tuesday June 15 – Tai Chi 10:00, 
Bridge 10:00, Rowdy Bunch 1:00 
Wednesday June 16 – SPRC 5:30 
 

Sunday June 20 – Worship 10:00, 
Charge Conference 11:30 
Monday June 21 – King’s Ringers 
4:30, Scouts 6:30, Trustees 7:00, 
Newsletter Deadline 
Tuesday June 22 – Tai Chi 10:00, 
Bridge 10:00, Rowdy Bunch 1:00 
 

Sunday June 27 – Worship 10:00 
Monday June 28 – King’s Ringers 
4:30, Scouts 6:30, Church Council 7:00 
Tuesday June 29 – Tai Chi 10:00, 
Bridge 10:00, Rowdy Bunch 1:00



 7 

 
 
Church 
Finances 
 
May is our committee’s planning 
month as we prepare our budget to 
present at the June 20th Charge 
Conference.  Special thanks to Rob 
Petek who keeps all the records, 
developed our work sheets, and 
communicated with all the different 
committee chairpersons to gather their 
input for the July 2021-June 2022 fiscal 
year.  
 Our base expenses are going to be 
higher…a full time Pastor (yeah!), an 
every Sunday audio/visual tech, and 
increased cleaning expenses as we open 
the Church for full time activity.  Plus, 
we need to bring back our choir and 
hire a director and accompanist….the 
sooner the better.  We also need to 

continue our outstanding mission 
efforts within our community….it is 
definitely making a difference. 
Bigfork will be busy this summer with 
all the visitors and new residents.  We 
should prioritize welcoming our 
Sunday visitors and work to bring in 
new members.  I ‘m confident our new 
Pastor will recognize this opportunity 
and maximize our efforts.   
Membership growth will help in 
expanding our accomplishments and 
our financials.   
The Stewardship Campaign will be 
June 1- 15….please join the finance 
committee members in promptly 
returning their pledges.  We are 
confident all of you recognize the 
needs of CUMC and the benefits of a 
strong church.  Your support this past 
year as we faced shutdowns and limited 
services was remarkable. We’re truly 
blessed to have weathered the storm so 
well, and now we have an opportunity 
to really shine in God’s eyes as we go 
forward.   Thank you in advance for 
your continued support. 
We would also like to welcome Rita 
Rasnic as a new member of the Finance 
Committee. 
Quote of the Month:  “Not what we 
say about our blessings, but how we 
use them, is the true measure of our 
faith.”  — W.T. Purkiser 
 

Harry Wilson, Sandy Whitney, Don 
Willis, TC Hamilton, Don Julian, Mary 
and Gary Bolhuis, Rick Trembath, 
Donna Ganiere, Rob Petek, Chris 
Hager, Rita Rasnic 
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Missions 
Cinco de Mayo 
A huge thank you to everyone for your 
generous support of our Cinco de 
Mayo Campaign. This funds our 
commitment to Give Ye Them To Eat, 
our Mexico mission $2,374.00 was 
raised!  Cindy Murray was the winner 
of a two night stay at Flathead 
Methodist Camp. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Coin Jars 
Coin jars are scheduled to be turned in 
on Sunday, June 6th. Monies raised will 
be distributed to Ray of Hope and 
REC Gift of Light. Again, thank you 
for helping our neighbors in need.  
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King’s Ringers 
If your ears are ringing, maybe 
it’s time to join the Bell Choir! 
The King’s Ringers will start practicing 
again in May. Practice is at 4:00 on 
Mondays. If you can count to 4 you’re 
qualified! Please join us for fellowship, 
fun and music!! 
 

 
Ladies of the church and their guests, 
please come to a salad luncheon, June 
4, 2021 at 11:30, at Barbara Athorn’s 
lovely outdoor space.  It will be a 
perfect way to get the summer started 
and enjoy fellowship together.  Please 
bring a salad if you are able, if not, 
come anyway.  Paper goods, drinks and 
dessert will be provided.  A folding 
chair and a hat would also be good 
things to bring.     
Barbara’s address is: 14097 Sylvan Lane  
Bigfork, MT 59911   Parking is limited 
so we will meet at the church at 11:15 
and we will caravan to Barbara’s. If you 
prefer to travel on your own, that is 
fine too. Any questions, please contact 
Kay Gough at 837 0771  

Recipe 
Corner 
Lemon Cream Pie 
 
1 pre-baked pie shell 
1 14 ounce can of sweetened 
condensed milk 
2 tsp lemon zest 
½ cup fresh lemon juice 
2 cups whipping cream 
Yellow food coloring (optional) 
 
Mix condensed milk, lemon zest and 
lemon juice. Add food coloring if 
desired. Beat whipping cream until stiff 
peaks form. Fold in other ingredients. 
Spoon into pie shell and refrigerate. 
 

 
Camp Help Needed 

If you, or someone you know (College 
Students perhaps?) are looking for a 
great summer job that that includes 
time outdoors and comes with housing 
please check out the camp website 
http://flatheadcamp.org They are still 
looking for help in the kitchen 
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Scout News 
May has just been magnificent! 

 
We got an educational trip to the Flathead 
Lake Biological Station.  The ladies got to 
collect samples, chart their data, look at 
aquatic organisms they collected under 
microscopes and then identify what they 
were.  But we also had really deep 
discussions about the importance of lake 
health, how it impacts everything from 
recreation to economics, and how invasive 
species really mess up the whole food web 
and what we can do to prevent from 
introducing or help remove them once 
introduced in a way that does not create 
new problems. 

 
 Learned about trail versus topographical 
maps, and the importance when planning 
a hike with different-abled people.  Then 
we hiked in the lower Jewel Basin, 
complete with lunch on the Noisy Creek 
Bridge. 
 
We had our first tent Campout with our 
newly bridged scouts and we made good 
progress toward rank advancement.  The 
same weekend was the Order of the 

Arrow Callout, where Gabrielle was 
inducted into our local lodge, and had her 
“Ordeal”, which is basically a weekend of 
silent reverence during a large group 
community service project. 

 
Despite the weather changing from sun to 
rain, we did not cancel our Bike ride.  In 
prep for a larger bike ridge planned in 
June, we wanted to get our bikes and our 
bodies in shape!  Got credit for 5 miles! 
  
For community service we organized a 
short hike and some team building games 
for the Cub Pack 4923 in Bigfork out at 
Harry Horn. 

  
And to honor our Mother’s who have 
helped us get here, we took them on a 
special Mother-Daughter Campout and 
made them foil wrapped banana boats for 
dessert.  Then we headed off to a natural 
hot spring where we soaked and relaxed in 
nature.  We completed numerous rank 
requirements, all while enjoying ourselves 
with all the plant and animal identification 
and hiked over 2.5 miles. 
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Phoenix to Rise Anew 

 
Phoenix was founded as a group for widows, but quickly morphed into a xocial 
opportunity for women living alone, whether single, divorced, ow with spouses in care 
facilites, etc. Beofer Covid we were meeting montly with 12-20 attending. With Covid 
restrictions loosened and many fully vaccinated, now seems a good time to east back 
into the gatherings we had come to look forward to. 
The first meeting will be at the home of Jean Randall Wednesday June 23 at 1:30 pm 
The address is 617 Pommel Drive, phone is 406-210-7412 (cell) or 837-3117 (house). 
RSVP is appreciated. Please reach out and invite other who may be interested. Light 
refreshments will be served.  
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HEARTS AND 
HANDS! 

 
AT:   Mary Bolhuis' place porch-side 
on the bay 187 Tall Pines Ct., Bigfork 
WHEN:  Wednesday June 9, 10 am -
noon 
Walk right on in, help yourself to 
coffee/tea and an assortment of 
goodies, and visit with the greatest 
group of women you'll ever meet in 
Bigfork! 
 

THANK YOU!! 
Dear Community Uned Methodist 
Church, Thank you so much for the 
finals week care package! It was a sweet 
surprise as I finish out the semester. 
Tyler is also thakful as I share a few 
snack with him as well! 

Jaclyn Saunders and Tyler Mogan 
 
Methodist Church Memebers, 
Thank you so much for the care 
package! Finals is always a tough time, 
but knowing how much you all care for 
me really pulls me though. 
Sincerely, 
Jenica Thomson 

 
 
Direct-care provider needed for 
individuals with intellectual disabilities. 
Join our amazing team that chooses to 
serve this population in a rural 
residential family setting. This position 
requires a person that has skills in the 
area of ; cooking, personal-care and 
medication distribution along with the 
ability to come alongside the 
individuals that live in the group-home 
to allow them to assist and learn. The 
part-time shifts are Tuesday and 
Wednesday 4pm to 9pm and every 
other weekend 8am to 4pm and fill-in 
if desired. our hourly wage is 
comparable with other entry level 
direct-care positions, but our home 
comes with a beautiful farm setting and 
home with all the opportunities to 
make a difference in the lives of others. 
At two evenings a week and every 
other weekend, this position would be 
great for a college student, second job, 
mom or retired person. Should this 
sound interesting to you, we would 
love to hear from you.
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The Good News Letter 
IS PUBLISHED BY THE 

Bigfork Community  
United Methodist Church 

750 Electric Avenue 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Church Office: (406) 837-4547 
Pastor’s residence (406) 837-5678 
Email: bigforkcumc@gmail.com 
Web page: www.bigfork.church 

Church hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00am to 12:00pm  
Worship: Sunday at 10:00 

 
Flathead Lake United Methodist Camp 

21339 Methodist Camp Road 
Rollins, MT 59931 

www.flatheadcamp.org – (406)844-3483 


